








THE REFORMER, 
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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, 
and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any 
thatexeeuteth jadgment, that seeketh the truth. - - Jeremiah, v. 1, 2. 
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES. 





“ Praise from a friend, or censure from a foe, 
Are lost on hearers who our object know.” 


These institutions are of modern date in this tountry, 
but they are becoming very numerous. ‘They are ex- 
clusively devoted, it seems, to training up you.g men 
for the ministry; and during the last six or seven years, 
there has not, probably ona moderate computation, 
been less than three or four hundred thousand dollars 
expended in erecting splendid buildings, paying the 
salaries of professors, and maintaining the students 
designed to be ministers. These vast sums of money 
have been obtained by pwblic collections in churches, 
by education societies, and donations from in tividuals. 

Asthe Theological Seminary lately erected at Prince- 
ton comes more imniediately under our notice, we will 
in the first place proceed to give a statement of the ex- 
penses attending that building. According to an esti- 
mate made by themselves, before the building was un- 
dertaken, it was concluded that it would cost as many 
as 47,000 dollars. What Was been the whole cosi of 
the building we are not at present prepared to say; 
but it is probable that it has considerably exceeded 
the sum at first contemplated 

The Board of Directors of the Seminary, in their an- 
nual report of 1817, stated, that they had expended 
better than 20,000 dollars during the. year, and further 
observed, that to render the Theological Edifice fit to 
accommodate the institution, it would be necessary to 
finish the two lower stories, except such public rooms 
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as might not be immediately wanted; and also lodgings 
in the third story; and that the expense to complete 
this, woul: be about 15,000 or 16,000 dollars. Ac- 
cordingly, they earnestly recommended collections to 
be taken up in all the churches within their bounds, to 
meet the exigencies of the institution. Asan induce- 
ment for their people to contribute liberally, they sta- 
ted as follows : 

“The Theological Seminary tothis generation is vast- 
ly imflortant—to the next it is still more so; and we 
cannot but believe that the millennium morn will 
be spread upon it, as upon the mountains; that it 
is onc of the precursors of the season of righteousness, 
and may have a deep instrumentality in promoting its 
reign. This institution cannot be suffered to ianguish 
without involving the character and interests of our 
church deeply and vitally.” 

Reports since made, stated that the Oratory and Re- 
citation rooms in the third story, had been finished. 
Andi order to build a house ior the Professor of Di- 
dactic and Polemic Theology, it was proposed, if au- 
thorized by the General Assembly, that exertions 
should be made to procure the names of ten or twelve 
individuals, who should each be responsible in the 
sum of 500 dollars to be devoted to the erection ofa 
house for the use of the Professor; which house should 
belong to the Theological Seminary, without condition 
or reservation. | Very -soon, six gentlemen, bound 
themselves each to provide the sum of 500 dollars for 
the above object, on condition that ten names were 
procured. ‘Two others have since come forward, and 
the building has been commenced, and was carried up 
to the third floor at the time of the last annual report. 

Uhe General Assembly also at one of their sittings 
passed a resolution, that any person or persons, not 
exceeding three, thet should give or bequeath 25,000 
dollars for the endowment of a professorship, for. in- 
stance Biblical criticism, and Oriental languages, 
such prolessorship should forever bear the name or 
names of the founder or founders, and the interest of 
‘he sum thus given or bequeathed, be applied to pay 
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the salary of the Professor, in those branches. And 
by giving 2,500 dollars should endow a scholarship, to 
be called after the name or names of the doner or do- 
ners; and the interest of the sum forever be applied to 
support a student in the Seminary The sum of 20 
dollars also constitutes a person a member of the Adu- 
cation Society for life; in consequence of which a num. 
ber of congregations have come forward with their 20 
dollars, to constitute their ministers or pastors mem- 
bers of this society, while many individuals have con- 
tributed the same sum, to constitute themselves or some 
of their relations members of the same body, as though 
it were a great hanour or virtue to have a name amongst 
them. 

All these ingenious ways and scheaies have been 
adopted, and are carried on to a very grest extent, to 
tempt the pride or the ambition of the sons of men, 
and induce them to come forward .with their gold and 
silver; not to make men humble and meek, after the 
example of Christ and the apostles, but literally to 

spoil them, by making them vain, and leading them to 

view themselves as persons of great note and conse- 
quence in the world, and justly entitled to 2, 5, and 
4,000 dollars a year, for preaching to the people. 

These resolutions or devices of the senetp Assem- 
bly, it seems have been attended with the desired cf- 
fect: for the Synod of New York and New Jersey, 
have resolved to attempt the endowment 6f a profes- 
sorship in the Fheolo; vical Seminary at Princeton; and 
the Synod of Philadelphia has undertaken to do the 
same while at the same time they seem very careful 
to provide against the inculcation of any principles, 
not accordant with the Confession of Faith. ‘Fhe 
latter Synod states : ; 

“ Whereas, it is of vital importance to the interests 
of the Presbyterian church, thata!! her ministers should 
cordially embrace the doctrines contained in the Con- 
fession.of Faith, and approve of the Form of govern- 
ment which has been adopted by our Church ; “where- 
as a considerable number of her future ministers will 
probably receive their education in the Theological 
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Seminary at Princeton; and whereas this Synod ought 
to adopt such measures as may be ‘n their power, to 
secure unity of sentiment and correctness of faith 
among the ministers of our Church. Therefore, 

Resolved ; 

I. “ That all monies that have been, or may hereaf- 
ter be raised, within the bounds of this Synod, for the 
purpose of endowing a professorship, be transmitted 
to the Treasurer of the Trustees of the General As- 
sembly ; who shall, from year to year, add the inte- 
west of said monies to the principal, until a sum shall 
have been accumulated sufficient for the endowment 
ef a professorship. 

II. “* That the Trustees shall hold the said monies 
en the following conditions ; namely, 

1. “¢That so long as the ¢hird section of the third 
Article in the Constitution of the Theological Semina- 


ry, established by the General Asssembly at Princeton, 


prescribing the engagements to be made by the Pro- 
fessors, shall be retained as a part of said Constitution; 
and the Confession of Faith, of our Church shall re- 
main unaltered, the said monies shall be held for the 
support of the Professer in said Seminary. 

2. * That if said section in the said Article shall 
hereafter be abolished or altered, or if any alteration 
shall be made in the Confession of Faith, then the said 
Trustees of the General Assembly shall apply the in- 
terest of said monies towards supporting any Professor 
of Vheology, that may be appointed in any part of the 
Presbyterian Church, from whom shall have been re- 
quired a solemn pledge that he will teach no doctrine 
inconsistent with the Confession of Faith; or if no such 
Professor shall be appointed within the limits of the 
Presbyterian Church, then the Trustees shall apply 
the interest of said monies in supporting and educa- 
ting young men of piety while studying Theology, 
under the direction of any portion of the Presbyterian 
Church which may adhere to the confession of Faith.” 

We shall not here make any remarks respecting the 
care evinced by this Synod, to preserve and perpetuate 
doctrines in themselves quite questionable, and by 
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many considered as having a very injurious tendency ; 
but proceed to state, that notwithstanding all the ways 
and means devised to raise money, and the vast sums 
' which are every year actually contributed, so magnifi- 
~~ cent are the houses erected, so high the salaries of 
- Professors, and so numerous the students to be sup- 
-~ ported, that they always seem poor; and often renew 
their efforts to replenish their funds, and call on their 
people to “ give, give.” 

In September last, they issued the following Circu- 
"lar, addressed to their several Congregations in the 
» United States. 

_ «Brethren,—The Board of Directors of the Theolo- 
gical Seminary of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, located at Princeton, beg leave, as its 
constituted guardians, to call the attention of the 
~ Churches to its situation and necessities. 
_ «This institution, founded for the glory of God, hasno 
_ resources for its support, but the charities of its friends. 
» ’ Many have been educated for the service of the Church, 
_ whose labours have been blessed of the Lord. Every 
> year our institution has been growing more and more 
* important, and its promises of usefulness are now very 
» encouraging to the hopes and hearts of those who love 
"> the kingdom of the Redeemer. 
_  & With all its fair prospects of usefulness, it has 
> still to struggle with pecuniary difficulties,” [from May 
21, 1818 to February 13, 1819, donations to the Edu- 
cation Society amounted to 20,000 dollars; but this 
it would seem, goes but a little way in such important 
undertakings] “ and the Board of Directors are now ob- 
liged earnestly to entreat the attention of the churches, 
_~ to the recommendation of the last General Assembly 
intended for the relief of our Seminary. The contin- 
gent fund, established to meet the current expenses of 
" the institution is exhausted, and some important calls 
+ upon the treasury have been refused and returned. 
-, “* There are now between fifty and sixty students in 
~ the Seminary, and uniess the churches rouse to its 
_ assistance, its whole operations must be greatly embar- 
tassed, if not entirely arrested. To supply its immedi- 
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save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” ‘“ And my 
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words 
of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power: that your faith should not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”’ For says the 
apostle, it is written, “1 will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and will bring to noughtthe understanding of the 
prudent.’”’ And he asks, “* Where is the wise? where 
is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world :” 
in regard to their being of any use in the cause of 
God. ‘ Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of 
this world ?”’ or rendered it useless. He adds, *“* God 
hath chosen the foelish things of the world, to confound 
the wise; and hath chosen the weak things of the 
world, to confound the things which are mighty ; 
that no flesh should glory in his presence.” 

Therefore these great and expensive undertakings 
now going forward, in order to qualify men to preach 
the gospel, to say the least of them, are wholly useless 
and unnecessary; and all :-e money appropriated to 
them is but thrown away, since nothing more is want- 
ing to qualify and prepare any one to preach the gospel, 
than to be cad/ed and to be taught of God. 

To come to matter of fact in support of what is 
here stated, let me ask ; were any men ever mofe truly 
ministers of the New Testament, better qualified to 
teach, or more successful in bringing men o God, 
than the apostles and the first promulgators of the gos- 
pel? yet excepting one only, they were all unlearned 
and unlettered men But how is it now with our mo- 
dern divines, and doctors of divinity, with all their 
learning and classical attainments? Five hundred of 
them it may be said perhaps, do not as much good in 
five years, as one of the humble, simple and unlettered 
disciples of Christ did in one year; though thousands 
of dollars have been expended to prepare them to be 
preachers, and tens of thousands are annually given 
them to pay them for preaching. ‘or it may be as- 
serted without any fear of contradiction, that the 
preaching of the gospel is now as much a species of 
merchandize as any commudity whatever, being bought 
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and sold at a stipulated price as any other merchan- 
dize; with this difference only, that while the gospel 
merchant sets a high price on the articles of his com- 
merce, the people are generally not only very willing to 
give it, but think the more highly of the merchant. 
To speak plainly,—with all the human attainments 
and literature of college bred ministers, in general they 
only do harm instead of good, and like the learned 
scribes and expounders of the law in Christ’s time, 
they take away thekey of knowledge; neither entering 


- into the true way of the gospel themselves, nor suffering 


5 





those who would go in to enter. For these ministers, 
being educated in houses like palaces, and placed un- 
der the tuition of some celebrated doctors of theology ; 
they catch the spiritof pride, and look upon themselves 
as persons of great note, and all their attempts to bring 
people to be meek and lowly in heart, are vain and in- 
effectual. Example is before precept in influencing 
the conduct of men, and it avails but little for them to 
tell the people not to be conformed to the world and to 
beware of covetousness, when they live in fine houses, 
have fine furniture and dress fine; and when they re- 
ceive from one to four thousand dollars annually for 
preaching the gospel,and on alloccasions leave one place 
and go to another, whenever they are offered a larger 
sum. 

Those concerned in these things may feel them- 
selves hurt by our remarks; but they are too true, 
and it is proper that some one should express them— 
for that such proceedings are wrong, and ought to be 
done away, there ean be no dispute: and they will ne- 
ver be done away until they meet with rebuke, and are 
testifed against. A person with but common under- 
standing, must know that the gospel was never design- 
ed to be made merchandize of, in the manner it is done 
at the present day; and that the simplicity and humility 
of Christ and the apostles, when contrasted with the 
elegance and pride of our modern ministers, are as op- 
posite to each other, as day is to night. 

People must indeed be ignorant of the true spirit of 


the gospel, when they undertake to make ministers 
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by erecting Seminaries, employing Professors, and 
keeping men three or four years exercised in the rudi- 
ments of literature, before they are to be considered 
as qualified to preach Christ and him crucified. These 
things are entirely after the maxims of the world, and 
none but men of the world, or persons greatly deluded 
would be engaged in them. Nor will the true gospel 
or true piety ever be promoted by such means; for 
those who go forth from these Seminaries, so. far from 
being as streams to make glad the city of God (as was 
stated in one of their reports) will only still more 
contaminate and corrupt the christian world, by incul- 
cating a pompous, fashionable and worldly religion 
wherever they go; since with few exceptions) it will 
hold true, “ like priest, like feopfle.”’ 
(to be concluded in our next number.) 


a —_—— 


For The Reformer. 


THE IMPARTIAL OBSERVER. 
No. 2. 


Wessrs. Editors. —In my last communication, it was observed, 
that ‘If the elegant missionary is seeking a great name, and 
doing his own will in preaching Christ, he is a worse idolater 
than the heathen, whom he endeavours to convert.” I shall now 
assert :—As the false prophets, under the Old Testament, were 
more criminal in the sight of God than the magicians, sooth- 
sayers, and astrologers of Egypt; so the false teachers, under 
the New Testament, exceed them both in criminality—because 
guilt follows in an exact ratio with light bestowed and abused. 

It would be well if every person could see, that religion con- 
ducted in the selfish will of man, under the gospel, is as far 
from acceptance before God as the most gross heathenish idola- 
try. But there are very few who now take the liberty of judg- 
ing for themselves—most people suffering others to have both 
eyes and understanding for them. They see so many pursuing 
the same steps wit. themselves, that they think it impossible 
they should be wrong, and conclude they are in the direct road 
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o heaven. But how many thousands in Christ’s. time, who were 
as firm in the opinion of their own goodness and nghteousness 
: "as. any now are, were most fatally deluded. [t will be in vain for 
Rice people to plead ignorance as an excuse for many things now 
ss ‘practised by professors.of religion. For being in direct opposition 
Ge to the plainest precepts of the divine Redeemer, the smallest 
~ attention to those precepts would convince them that they were 
heinous before God.— And if they have an opportunity of ob- 
taining information concerning things of which they are ignorant, 
‘and will not embrace it or reject. proper evidence, they are 
“ ‘equally as culpable as those who actually know their master’s 
will and doit hot. 
- We are commanded to beware of false teachers as of “ wolves 
in sheep’s clothing.” And we are told “by their fruits ye shall 
“know them.” NowI would ask what kind of fruit do our mo- 
'dern ministers show forth?) We hear of a minister at New 
’ Orleans, who receives annually 4,000 dollars, while many of his 
peice beings around him, perhaps, can hardly obtain the neces- 
_ saries of life, Anda number of ministers and missionaries might 
BE ‘be named, who receive from 1,000, to 1,500.and. 2,000 dollars per 
i annum to compensate, them for preaching the gospel to. the peo- 
ple. Such ministers and such missionaries, are. certainly as 
much. violaters. of the command of Christ, freely give, as the 
) midnight. purloiner is a violater of the eighth commandment, 
* which says, thou shalt not steal. 
' Had Christ, instead of forbidding, commanded his disciples 
oe, ‘to exact large sums of money for preaching the gospel, and di- 
"> rected them.to be solicitous. for worldly honour, and.to be ser- 
Re wedof all instead of being. the servants of all, they, couid not 
ies more conform to his.requirements, than by, acting in the very 
~» manner many of our modern ministers now do. And how much 
“attention, submission, and even veneration is often shown by 
__ ‘people to those who preach to them; when, at the same time, 
a reduction of their salary to the common wages of an indus- 
~ trious mechanic, would cause them to leave them forever, and 
_ seek another congregation more disposed to support them in af; 
- fluence. 
» Itcannot, indeed, be said, with any degree of propriety of 
» many of the ministers of this day, that they are living according 
| tothe nigt wna of the gospel; and I am under a necessity to 
» consider them and their supporters, the victims of a most. fatal 
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delusion: a delusion not much dissimilar from that which pro- 
ved the destruction of Jerusalem, with its famous temple and 
priesthood ; for at the very time their iniquities were filling up, 
they had the most specious forms of religion, were strict in all 
the outward performances of worship, had a zeal for God, fol- 
lowed after righteousness, and compassed sea and land to 
make a proselyte. Henee, on account of the multitude of their 
services, like the professors of the present day, they supposed 
themselves the peculiar people of God, and heirs of eternal 
blessedness ; whereas the Lord had no pleasure in them, and 
they were fast ripening for the greatest calamities. 
SOPHRONIA. 





For The Reformer. 


Messrs. Editors.—In No. 1, page 3, it was stated, “I believe 
it very possible that there is much more light to be drawmfrom 
revelation than yet exists.” By revelation here | understand the 
Scriptures, or the Old and New Testaments; and it is generally 
admitted when they were translated into different languages, 
some centuries past, that they gave an impulse to inquiry. But 
Task, has not that inquiry almost ceased, so that the Scriptures 
might as well be in Hebrew, Greek or Latin, in regard to the 
use they are of to most people at this time? For although they 
are sent to almost every part of the world by Bible societies and 
other institutions, yet they are read but very little, and a great 
portion of that little is when people want to find something they 
can construe to establish some error which has been conceived 
in their own dark understandings. 

Now this neglect to read the Scriptures, I consider a very 
great evil, since all Scripiure is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, and for instruction in right 
eousness; that the man of God may be “perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works. : 

it may be seen from the writings and discourses of all the 
Apostles, that they were well furnished with a knowledge of 
the Scriptures; and Paul commends Timothy because from a 
child he had known the holy Scriptures, which were able to make 
htm wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jest 
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» And our Saviour made the hearts of his disciples to burn within 
» them, when he began at Moses and ali the prophets, and ex- 
>» pounded unto them in all the Scriptures the thing's concerning 
* himself. Now if so much can be said in favour of reading and 
) understanding the Old Testament, then much more may be said 
’ in favour of reading and understanding the New Testament, 
which is the very words and sayings of our Saviour himself, and 
’ of those whom he taught and sent forth into the world to preach 
_ and to teach mankind the will of God 
_ Therefore to disregard the words written for our instruction, 
ye at this day, appears as great an evil as it would have been to 
_ disregard the words spoken by the apostles intheir day. The 
catholics, we find, did so disregard the words written, that very 
few among them scarcely knew any thing contained in the 
Scriptures ; and hence they were easily brought to believe 
J) whatever was taught them by their priests. It is recorded of 
: . ) Martin Luther, that his best qualification was his being deeply 
» > read in the Oracles of God. And, indeed, this is a qualification 
As that seems very necessary, for if we speak not according fo the 
a law and the testimony, it can be proved we have no light in us, 
> though we can peep and mutter like wizards. See Isa. viii. 19. 





ae 


| It is said of George Fox, that when he saw the young people 
)) go into vanity, and the old people into the earth, he, in obe- 
» dience to the command of God, forsook all, both young and old, 
» and became as a stranger unto all; and withdrawing from all 
7 outward societies, he retired alone into solitary places, frequent- 
» ly with his Bible, and employed himself in reading and medita- 
a tion. This, I believe, will ere long be the employment of those 
7% who come to see the degeneracy of the present age; for in no 
Ye society will they find rest fur the sole of their foot. 


> Ithas been the practice of all who were eminent in their day 
» for piety and righteousness, and whom we now revere as pat- 
» terns and examples, to read the Scriptures with care and dili- 
"gence. But as if we thought they had read, and understood, 
» and did all for us, we remain at ease, and do not search for 
ee ourselves: and all we know is what we learn from degenerate 
_ and worldly minded teachers, who pretend to sit in their seats. 
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Building meeting-houses, and establishing a great many meet- 
ings, seem substituted in this day for true piety and righteous- 
ness; and it is urged very much on people to come often to 
what is cailed worship, but which in reality is commonly much like 
a place of show, more abominable in the sight of God, than 
the calling of ussemblies and the solemn meetings of the sinful 
Jews in the days of the prophet Isaiah. But this going to meet- 
ing brings great gain to false ministers, as they have an oppor- 
{unity to sell their merchandize, which generally commands a 
very good price. Besides, going to meeting amongst those who 
sell what is called the Gospel, and those who go there to obtain 
it, supplies the place, not only of reading the Scriptures, but of 
every real virtue. 

Almost every one in this day seems to know enough of Scrip- 
ture to callout, forsake not the assembling of yourselves together, 
as the manner of somets. But this passage cannot be under- 
stood to mean going to any corrupt assemblies or bodies of men, 
for we are commanded in another place, to come out from among 
them, and be separate. And again it is written, come out of her, 
my people, that ye be not partakers of /.er sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues. 

It always has been, and no doubt will continue to be, the 
practice of those who love and fear God, to meet together to 
edify one another; but they do not like to come to Bethel and 
trangresa ; and at Gilgal multiply transgression, and proclaim and 
publish their free offerings, for they know God abhors and hates 
sucl: assemblies. 

‘lo conclude this communication, I would observe, it was by 
reason of not understanding the Scriptures, that the Sadducees 
went into great error; for Christ said unto them, ye do err, not 
knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of Gad. But Daniel by 
reading in the Scriptures with « pure intention, understood by 
books, even the writings of Jeremiah the prophet, the number of 
the years that Jerusalem was to remain desolate. This led him 
to set his face unto the Lord, to seek by prayer and supplica- 
tions: and it was given unto him to understand many of the 
great things that should afierwards come to pass in the world 
from his time to the present, and that will hereafier come to 
pass ; which things are written for our learning, that we through 
a knowledge of those things yet in reserve for the people of 
God, may have hope and feel encouragement. And lL have ne 
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hesitation in saying, that there will never be any true reforma- 
tion in the world, until We come to be lke the noble inhabitants 
of Berea, to search the Scriptures* that we may be able to judge 
for ourselves. It is necessary, at this time, that we should be 
more mighty in the Scriptures than Apollos was; forin addition 
to Jews and Heathen, we have to contend with Antichrist, who 
sits at the head of nearly all that is called religion and worship 
now in Christendom. But let those who would come to a right 
knowledge of the Scriptures, divest themselves of all party pre- 
judice, creeds, and the opinions of men received by education, 
when they read the Scriptures, that they may be taught by the 
spirit of truth, which teacheth-all those who cease to do evil and 
learn.ta do well. 
EVANGELIST, 


SOCIETY FOR CONVERTING THE JEWS. 


The donations, subscriptions, and contributions made to the 
London Society for promoting christianity among the Jews, 
amounted, during the last year, to 41,237 dollars. Eight boys 


and ten girls had been admitted into their two schools the past 
year; but the report states no converts. 


* Note by the Editors.—To search the Scriptures, as the Bereans searched them, 
eannot be toc much commended. But we are well aware that people search the 
Scriptures from very different motives, and that it produces as diiferent results : 
for while the one who searches in order to come to know and do the will of Gods 
obtains that which is as food and satisfaction to his mind; the other, who searches 
to establish some little points peculiar to his sect, or some favourite tenet pre 
viously entertained, finds something whereby he can build himself up in these 
notionss and, as the apostle has said, die is proud, knowing nothing, but doting 
about questions and strifes of wards, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil 
surmisings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth. 
—And herein the two persons resemble the bee and the spider—the one extracting 
the purest honey, where the other obtains nothing but poison, being eongenial 
to his nature. Hence it is we find many who have read a great deal in the Serip- 
tures, that seem neither to talk, nor know, nor care for any thing but some little 
dogmas or tenets, which they profess to have taken {rom Scripture, and about 
which they dote; when at the same time they have only served as poison to their 
own souls, and with whieh they are ever ready and even eager to poison others 
Whereas others by attending to the weightier matters, become established in up- 
rightmess and goodness, and are not only blessed themselves, but prove a blessing 
to allthose around them. One of these kind of persons only takes hold of the 
mere letter, which kills; while the ether, looking for the essenee and spirit, lives 
unto righteousness and to God, 
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INFIDELITY IN ENGLAND. 


Ix the midst of Bible Societies and missionary undertakings, 
and a multitude of Priests and Prelates, it appears that infidelity 
begins very much to prevail in England.* A Mr. Carlile, who 
was sometime since prosecuted for publishing Paine’s “* Age of 
Reason,” has lately been prosecuted again for publishing Palm- 
er’s ** Principles of Nature,” another deistical work. He seems 
very bold and determined, and had inscribed over his shop, 
“The Republican und Deist”” In his trial he defended his own 
cause before a number of Priests and Prelates, assembled on 


* At the time infidelity sprung up and flourished in France, the country was 
overrun with bisnogs, archbishops, cardinals, friars, priests and monks; insomuch 
that in France alone there were upwards of 200,000 ecclesiastics. Corrupt chris- 
tianity is a most fruitful soil to nourish and bring to perfection the noxious plant 
of infidelity ; and inno part of the world, except where christianity had become 
very much corrupted, has infidelity ever prevailed to any considerable extent. 

By late accounts from England, it appears, that 52 editions of the Scriptures, 
consisting of 270,000 copies, were printing by the Bible Society, and that the in- 
come of the Church Missionary Society, during the last year, amounted tu up- 
wards of 124,000 dollars, nearly the whole of which, it is stated, had been expend- 
ed. But while they are doing such great things to promote religion abroad, and 
bring people to embrace christianity thousands of miles off, hordes of deists and 
infidels exist among themselves. Why undertake todo so much in foreign parts, 
when there is so much ‘or them todo athome? With propriety it may be said to 
them, physicians heal yourselves and the people of your own country, and then 
extend your assistance to those in other parts. Something must be wrong when 
things go thisway. A christianity that cannot keep infidelity from prevailing at 
home, must have lost its effects on men, and it cannot be expected to be of much 
benefit to people abroad. 

Deism cannot be successfully withsteod but by persons of true piety and good- 
ness ; aud few of this description, perhaps, are now to be found in the empire, 
rhe time was, when the methodists in England seemed to present a powerful 
barrier against the strong stream of infidelity, but that barrier is now no more. 
They have become so much like other corrupt sects, that Deists may laugh them 
to scorn, and say tothem, where is your gocdness and devotion to righteousness ? 
Wherein are you not as much conformed to the world as other men? And wherein 
do'you take up your cross? A person in this city, who, about two years since 
visited England, attended a missionary mecting of the methodist persuasion, o 
which church he was a member. On ascaffold erected for the occasion, a num- 
ber of preachers took their stand for the purpose of haranguing the assembly in 
behalf of missionary undertakings, and every now and then as something was 
delivered supposed to be more than ordinarily striking in the cause they were 
treating of, numbers in the assembly would eall out (as in the. house of parlia- 
ment) hear! hear! And from what he saw at this meeting, and by what he could 
learn concerning others of a similar kind, they appeared to be conducted, in ge- 


neral, rwith as little solemnity or religious influence, as political assemblies or bo- 
shes of men. 
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the occasion, and openly asserted inthe court, “ Gentlemen, Iam 
no hypocrite; lL avow myself a Deist.”” This man is not alone; 
numbers are no doubt on his side; and the celebrated Wm. 
Cobbett lias lately had the bones of Thomas Paine dug up and 
transported them to that country. What these things will come 
to, or how they will terminate, itis impossible to say. A spirit 
of disaffection and insubordination is prevailing very much 
throughout the land, and nothing is done calculated to arrest 
its progress. For,as in France before the Revolution, the Pre- 
lates, Priests, and Nobles revel in all the luxuries and elegancies 
of life, while the poor, and the lower classes of people are en- 
during the greatest privations and hardships.* Should the com- 
mon people become once completely leavened with infidelity, 


* It may not be unsuitable in this place to give a statement of the salaries of 
some of the clergyin Kagland. Theaccount is extracted from a work entitled 
the “ Red Book,” recently published in London. 

dollars. 
Charles M. Sutton, Archbishop of Canterbury, annually, 124,440 
Edward T. Vernon, Archbishop of York, do. 53,330 
Shute Barrington, Bishop of Durham, do. 84,440 
Brownlow North, do. Winchester, do. $3,330 
William Hawley, do. London, | do. 37,770 
I.enry Bathurst, do- Norwich, __ do. » 26,660 
Bowyer E. Sparke, do. Ely, do, 24,440 
¥F. H. W. Cornwallis, do. Worcester, do. 21,770 
George Tomline, do. Lincoln, do. - 19,890 
John Fisher, do. Salisbury, do. - ‘ - 18,550 
Besides these there are sixteen other Bishops, whose emoluments, on the 
average, amount, each, to more than : . ° - 12,500 
52 officers, (such as Deans, Archdeacons, &c.) do. do. -« 10,000 
179 = do. do. do. - + 5,000 
538 do. do, do - = 1,000 
7 whose pensions exceed, each, - : 10,600 
55 do. do. . . . . * a 50,000 
287 do. do. - - . - : - . 1,000 
From a statement in the same Book, it also appears, that there are 15 


members of the royal family whose salaries, on the average, exceed, 
each, . ° ° : : . : . - 109,566 


13 ministers of state, do. do. - - 34,200 
18 foreign ministers, do. do. 38,923 
24 miscelianeous officers, do. do. 44,687 
18 law officers, do, do. 29,602 
13 pensioners, do. dv. . - . 27,419 

Of pensions and grants, there are in the official accounts, considerably above 
2,664,000 dollars, and upwards of 1100 names receiving public money, among 
whom are many (the same work states) who have rendered, and can render, u0 
services to the state. It also adds, that some of the offices are filled by women 
and some by children, 
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and burst asunder the bands by which they have heretofore 
been bound, there can be no doubt but much the same scenes 
will be acted in England, that were some time since acted in 
the French empire. We will here make an extract from a 
speech of Mr. Charles Phillips, spoken at the annual meeting of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, held in London, on the Sth 
of November last, as a confirmation of what has been stated. 

“‘ Indeed, my lord, when we see omens which are every day 
arising—when we see blasphemy openly avowed—when we see 
the Scriptures audaciously ridiculed—when in this Christian 
Monarchy the den of the republican and thedeist yawns for the 
unwary in your most public thoroughfares—-when marts are os- 
tentatiously opened, where the moral poison may be purchased, 
whose subtle venom enters the very soul, when infidelity. bas 
become an article of commerce, and man’s: perdition may be 
cheapened at the stallof every pedlar, no friend of society should 
continue silent ; it is no longer a question of political privilege 
—of sectarian controversy—of theological discussion ;—it is be- 
come a question, whether Christianity itself shall stand, or 
whether we shall let go the firm anchor of our faith, and drift 
without chart, or helm, or compass, into the shoreless ocean of 
impiety and blood. 

** When I saw the other day, my lord, the chief bacchanal of 
their orgies—the man with whom the Apostles were cheats, and 


the Prophets liars, and Jesus an imposter, on his memorable trial, 


withering hour after hour, with the most horrid blasphemies-- 
surrounded by the votaries.of every sect, and the heads of every 
faith—the christiam Archbishop—the Jewish Rabbi—the men 
most eminent for their piety and their learning, whom he.had 
purposely collected to hear his infidel ridicule of all they reve- 
renced—when I saw him raise the Holy Bible im one hand, and 
the Age of Reason in the other, as it were confronting the Al 
mighty with a rebel worm, till the pious Judge grew pale, and 
the patient Jury interposed—I could not help exclaiming, in- 
fatuated man—if all your impracticable madness could be real. 
ized, what would you give us in exchange for our establish- 
ments ? Would you really burn the Gospel and erase the statutes, 
for the dreadful equivalent of the crucifix and the guillotine? 

‘But, indeed, my lord, the fate of this man, matters very little 
in comparison of that of the thousands he has corrupted. If his 
own account ofits circulation be correct, hundreds of thousands 
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must-be this instant tainted with the infectious venom. Imagine 
not because the pestilence smites not at once, that its fatality is 
less certain—imagine not because the lower orders are the earli- 
est victims, that the most elevated will not suffer in their turn ; 
the most mortal chillness begins at the extremities, and you may 
depend upon it nothing but time and apathy are wanting to 
change this healthful land into a charnel house, where murder, 
anarchy, and prostitution, and the whole heli-brood of infidelity, 
will quaff the heart’s blood of the consecrated and the noble, 
Do you want an example, only look to France—they crowded 
the scaffold with all their country held dear of genius or of vir- 
tue, and when the peerage and the prelacy were exhausted, the 
mob-executioner of to day became the mob-victim of to-morrow 
No sex was spared—no age respected—no suffering pitied.” 

Considerabie alarm appears to exist in England at this time 
respecting the state of affairs in theempire. At the opening of 
Parliament, on the 23d of November last, the Prince Regent, in 
his speech, “ lamented the necessity which obliged him to in- 
form them that a spirit of insubordination had manifested itself 
among some classes, subversive of public order, and the insti- 
tutions of the state. His Royal Highness impressed upon Par- 
liament the necessity of proceeding without delay to the consi- 
deration of the most effectual means to maintain the public tran- 
quillity, and exhorted them to prevent by every means th: dis- 
semination of seditious and treasonabie principles. The obser- 
vauce of religion, and a due subordination to lawful authority, 
(he stated) were the only means of preserving that wivitic .avour 
which had nitherto blessed the country in an eminent degree.” 

Very strong measures had been proposed in Parliament, 
and it was said “there was a deep, growing and malignant 
conspiracy to overturn the whole fabric of the constitution :”? 
lord Castlereagh stated that “ the inhabitantsin many districts 
were in a state bordering on rebellion.” 


- z 


CELEBRATION OF EASTER AT ROME. 


We will here give an account of the celebration of Easter at 
Rome, in 1819, to show that the church of Rome is stili the 
church of Rome, and that its adherents are as blind and super- 
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stitious as ever, after all the light and information which 
has been diffused throughout Europe. The account is extracted 
from a letter written by Dr. Jeremiah Van Renssellaer, of 
Greenbush, (N. Y.) who is now in Europe Completing his me- 
dical studies, and is dated April 20, 1819. 

“* | wrote to you from Leghorn. We went from thence to Pi- 
sa, Lucca, and Florence ; the latter is a beautiful and interesting 
place, in the vale of Arno, one of the most luxuriant in the world- 
From Florence to Rome is 200 miles; we arrived in the Holy 
Week, and saw the ceremonies of Easter. The religious cere- 
monies were the most splendid lever saw. The pope, 20 car- 
dinals, 30 bishops, and lots of deacons officiated—about 30,000 
persons were in St. Peter’s during the service. We got by 
chance with the ambassadors; beat though luck favoured us in 
the cathedral, it left us to shift for ourselves at the door, and 
we mingled in a crowd of 150,000 persons, who knelt to receive 
the benediction of his holiness. 

* The illumination of St. Peter’s, and the fire-works, were su- 
perb beyond description. They are said to have cost more than 
one million of dollars, and still his holiness cannot clear his do- 
minions of bandittimhe is too poor * Part of the way from 
Rome to this place, guard houses are built every quarter of a 
niile, and we had frequently a seldier on each side of the car- 
riage to protect us from robbers. Still the traveller sees every 
mile, crosses erected on the grave of some murdered traveller 
or the limb of some wretched victim of the law.” 

teligion has long existed at Rome, and one might suppose 
that cardinals, bishops and priests enough have resorted there, 


* There are many in this country who, ina great degree, resemble the present 
pope—they can give 50¢ or 1006 dollars without difficulty to build a splendid 
meetinghouse, erect a theological seminary, or send missionaries 13,000 miles te 
convert the Hindoos ; when, at the same time, if they have a poor neighbour who 
is in reduced cirewn.stances, and can hardly obtain the necessaries of life, and 
they are requested to afiora him some little assistance, they are too poor—they 
have nothing to spare—and # multitude of such like excuses: for in this case they 
strain at agnat, while m the other they can swallow a camel 


We have been credibly informed, that three individuals in New York gave each 
3,000 dollars for a pew to sit in to hear the gospel preached, and a yearly rent 
each of 18° dollars. And we have an account of one man, in Georgia, who gave 
upwards of 2,500 dellers to the theological seminary at Princeton ; anoth: r 3000 ; 
another 1000, & e. &e. Whether these persons areas liberal towards the distressed, 


and as ready to assist the poor and needy of their own neighbourhoods these 
pressing times, we shall not undertake to determine 
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to convert all the inhabitants of Italy. But in no part of the 
world, ‘t seems, are mankind so wicked and so destitute of 
every righteous principle, as in the papal territory. It makes 
us think of what a man once said up the North River, “ The 
farther from the priest the nearer the Lord.” Their religion, it 
is clear, does them no good; and what is the use to endeavour 
to propagate it in foreign countries ; and yet we find they have 
compassed sea and land, had as much zeal, spent as much mo- 
ney, and sent as many missionaries to make proselytes and pro- 
pagate christianity, as any people whatever, f not more than all 
other people put together. 


——= + oo 


STATE OF RELIGION IN FRANCE. 


The King of France at the opening of the session of 1819, ob- 
serves in his address to the assembly of deputies—“ By the 
happy result of my negociations with the Holy See, our princi- 
pal churches are no longer deprived of ministers. The presence 
of the bishops in their dioceses, will establish order in all parts 
of the ecclesiastical administration: they will there propagate 
the respect due to our holy religion, and to the laws of the state. 
We shall preserve untouched the liberties of our church. I 
shall hear the prayers of the faithful; 1 shall consult their wants 
and their resources, before 1 propose to you the measures 
which the restoration of the worship of our ancestors may still 
require.” 

There are, perhaps, as many infidels in France at this time, as 
in any period of the world, notwithstanding ,the re-establish 
ment of the old order of things. About the time this address 
was made by the king, we have an account of an outrage com- 
mitted at Brest, by the populace, on some catholic missionaries, 
who were obliged to be withdrawn from the place. 


Extract of a letter to the editors of the Washington City Gazette, 
dated 
New Orveans, Nov. 9, 1819. 

** Since I last wrote you, the sickness has gradually disappear- 
ed, and the town is now beginning to resume its accustomed 
gaiety. Strangers, and those inhabitants who had fled during 

8 
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the prevalence of the fever, are coming in from all quarters. 
‘The sable and melancholy aspect of the citizens, occasioned. by 
the awful effects of the epidemic, is now wearing off, and a 
cheerful and pleasant one is to be witnessed every where. The 
bustle of business is again commencing, and there is every pro- 
hability we shall have a joyful and splendid carnival. We have 
a.most superb theatre and ball room lately erected. There are 
(wo companies engaged to play in the theatre, an American and 
a French company, composed of good performers.* 1 think 
these two edifices are the most elegantly built and ornamented 
of any in the United States. We have two new churches built 
here, the one an episcopal, and the other a presbyterian. In the 
latter, a certain Rev. Sylvester Larned preaches. He is consi- 
dered an eloquent and well taught young man. He receives the 
enormous salary of 4,000 dollars a year.” 

As we presented in a former number an account of laying the 
corner stone of a presbyterian meetinghouse at New Orleans, 
we insert this extract of a letter to show the state of things at 
this time in that city. It would appear that the presbyterian 
meeting house, and the preaching of Mr. Larned, have had no 
great eflect upon the citizens in general, when such a splendid 
theatre and ball room have been so lately erected and there 
is such a disposition for vain amusements. He seems, however, 
very well paid for his preaching, if it has no tendency to bring 
the people to be godly; and he may in time raise himself to in- 
dependence, if he does not conduct the people to Heaven. 

For our own part we must say, we had no expectation that 
any benefit would arise to the cause of religion from the erection 
of a house of worship, undertaken, perhaps, in the spirit of this 
world, and founded amidst its * pomps and vanities.” Indeed, 
whether the Spirit of Christ had any more influence on the 


* Itis not a littlesurprising that sosoon after the dreadful ravages of the yellew 
fever at New Orleans, and the death of such numbers of the citizens, the inhabi 
tants should so far forget the visitation as to plunge into the most vain and insig- 
nificant amusements. The inhabjtants of New Orleans, however, are not the 
only people who have acted with so great inconsistency. For almost all large 
cities (this city not excepted) where pestilential diseases have prevailed, no 
sooner has the danger which hung over them disappeared, than they have re- 
turned to their former careless and degenerate courses. A convineing proof that 
the greatest alarm and terror which th» human «ind js capable of experieneing, 


have no effeet to change the heart unless accompanied with the influence of the 
‘Dine Sprit. 
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minds of the people in laying the corner stone of the meeting- 
house, than in the erection of the theatre and ball room, those 
who have read the account in a former number, will, we appre- 
hend, be much at a loss to determine. Let all those who value 
the salvation of their own souls, come out from these things, 
lest, in a coming day, they find themselves rejected of Him who 
has said take my yoke upon you. 


omer 


According to a work upon the property of the clergy and 
monks of Spain, which was published by a deputy of the Cortes, 
their revenues amount to no less than 51,000,000 of piastres, or 
47,175,000 dollars. 





Extract from a communication signed ADELPHUS published in 
the AMERICAN DAILY ADVERTISER. 


True Religion does not consist in a blind attachment to secta- 
rian principles, or in a conformity to outward ceremonies and 
rituals. lt does not consist in going to meeting twice or thrice a 
week—building houses of worship and paying well the priest— 
nor in respecting the Sabbath strictly, and violating the laws 
of God and man all the rest of the week—but it is a firm, ration- 
al belief, in the power, wisdom, love, and goodness of God, ma- 
nifested in the works of Creation and Redemption----a contempt 
of the pleasures and vanities that a vain world follow, and a 
doing as we would be done by ; but instead of the inculcation of 
these sentiments, how frequently do we find the different desks 
and altars, teeming with controversial matter, relative to the 
lesser matters of religion, and the whys and wherefores for secta- 
rian predilections. Hence people are borne down by a weight 
of creeds, rules, and ceremonies, while the heart is full of arro- 
gance and sectarian animosity, and they are wandering through 
the mazes and labyrinths of inconsistency----duped by their lead- 
ers, whom they think they must follow, or have their anathemas 
denounced against them, and their names cast out as evil---thus 
the power concentrates in the supposed inspired, ordained, ap- 
proved and recommended few, and they alone have the power 
vested in them to be the polar stars and mouth of the people. 
And having gained the ascendancy over the flock, they act as 
lords over God’s heritage. 
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The following lately appeared in the Baltimore Chronicle, and we insert it fur- 
ther to shéw the little effect produced on the inhabitants of New Orleans 
either by severe calamities or a learned ministry. 


We see by the New Orleans papers, received by yesterday’s 
mail, that the theatre and opera house are still kept open on 
Sabbath evenings. Ris hoped that a prevailing sense of decen- 
cy, if no higher consideration, will induce the authorities of that 
city to put a stop to such licentious indulgencies. Nothing 
marks the general depravity and corruption of manners more 
than such open and unblushing profanation of the Sabbath. The 
sore afflictions which were experienced in that city last fall, 
ought to be a solemn warning to its rulers how they suffer such 
an abandoned licence. 


A few days since the following article headed “ RELIGIOUS NOTICE,” appear. 
ed in one of the daily papers of this city. We insert it without comment, 
merely to show how common it is to make such collections, and how willing 
people are to contribute on these occasions, 


A sermon will be preached this evening [Jan. 21,] in the 5th 
Presbyterian Church, in Locust street, by the Rev. Dr. Spring, 
of New York; at the close of which a collection will be taken 
up in aid of the funds of “* The Education Society of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. States.” The object of the society is 
the gratuitous education of poor and pious young men for the 
gospel ministry. Notwithstanding the assistance received in 
the Ist Presbyterian Church on the Lord’s day evening of the 
Sth inst. many of our citizens have expressed the wish that ano- 
ther opportunity should be presented for the promotion of this 
Jaudable design. 


*,* A communication signed “ N. S.” has been received, a part 
of which shall be inserted in our next number. 

*,* “ Sophronia” may be assured her communications shall 
not be refused insertion, on account of being plain and pointed. 

*,’ We shall expect to hear again from Evangelist. 


oa 
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